
October 19, 2017 

 

Dear Tam High Parents and Guardians,  
 
Educating the whole student is a priority at Tam High.  As a staff, we care deeply 
about your child’s academic development and overall social-emotional well-being. 
We are only one part of our students’ caring adult community and we count on our 
partnership with parents to assure that Tam High School thrives as a learning 
institution and that all of our students develop healthy habits. 
 

I am writing to request your support to address a troubling issue here at Tam: 
Teen Drug and Alcohol use.  This is not a new challenge, nor one limited to Tam, 
but one I hope to gain your partnership on counteracting the growing 
“normalization” of use among students. With Homecoming this week, I feel that 
this is the perfect time to open the dialogue with students and parents about this 
issue.  
 
Since school started in August, we have had over 20 cases of student suspensions 
related to drug and alcohol use cases on campus. This makes me uncomfortable 
and requires an increased effort to address the issue.  
 
To state the district and Tam High’s policy, students are prohibited from using, 
possessing, or being under the influence of alcohol or other drugs while on school 
grounds or under school jurisdiction.  This is a learning institution, and use, 
possession or being under the influence of alcohol or other drugs will not be 
tolerated.   
 
In response to these events, Tam Administration has done the following: 
 

1. The Assistant Principals have spoken to each classroom and discussed with 
students the consequences of on-campus or off-campus school-sponsored 
event offences. Our intent is to collaborate with parents on cases where 
students’ behavior involving drugs/alcohol may point to a more serious issue 
and work together to help the students with restorative approaches and get 
support needed. 

2.  We have three campus supervisors that regularly monitor on campus 
student safety and activity. We are seeking ways to add a fourth.  



3. Hired a new Wellness Coordinator, Hannah Wright, who is expanding on 
campus services in Health, Mental Health, Reproductive Health and 
Drugs/Alcohol Education in partnership with our existing Counseling Team. 

4. Partnered with Mill Valley Police and local merchants to make alcohol 
unobtainable by minors. 

5. New camera system will be installed throughout campus to increase 
coverage areas of supervision.  

6. Social studies teachers participated in training for Project TND (Toward No 
Drugs) in collaboration with the Marin County Office of Education. The 
Project TND curriculum offers student’s education on drug and alcohol 
prevention.  
 

In addition to what I am seeing on campus, the last California Health Kids Survey 
Data also points to some alarming statistics: 

 27% of Freshman and 52% of Juniors report using alcohol in the last 30 days, 
12% of Freshman and 34% of Juniors report binge drinking (5 or more drinks 
at one time) in the last 30 days 

 18% of Freshman and 36% of Juniors report using marijuana in last 30 days 

 33% of Freshman and 58% of Juniors report using alcohol with other drugs 
 

 
Here is what you can do to help: 
 
1) Read your Community of Concern Booklet “A Parent’s Guide for the 
Prevention of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Use,” mailed to all freshman 
parents recently and all other families in May of this year. These booklets were 
provided by the Tam High PTSA, Mill Valley Police and the Marin County Board of 
Education.  Please (re)read it.  And if you do not have a copy, please contact the 
office as we have a few left.  This booklet will let you know about the current 
drugs in circulation and what our teens are exposed to. 
 

2) Join Be the Influence, a local movement devoted to gaining parental support to 
not host teen parties that include drug/alcohol consumption. Over 20 Bay Area 
High School parent communities now support this effort.  
 

3) Know the Social Host ordinance to be enforced by local authorities.   
 

http://search.betheinfluencesf.com/index.php?cmd=commit
https://marinpreventionnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/sho-ordinance.pdf


4) See Tam High PTSA’s TAM 101 Resources Sheet and District Parent Wellness 
Resources. 
  
5)  If you suspect an issue with your child, or need more information, please 
contact school personnel, counselors, wellness coordinator, or administration will 
connect you with the appropriate resources.   Tam HS Anonymous Tip Line (415) 
380-3507 
 
Additional Community Resources:  

 Mill Valley Aware, www.mvaware.org is a coalition of parents and 
community leaders who have joined together to help our teens grow up 
safe and healthy.  Their website provides tons of information, resources, 
ways to get involved:   http://mvaware.org/ 

 Attend PTSA Parent-Teen Education Events and/or come to PTSA coffee 
mornings. Parent engagement is one of the best methods to prevent illegal 
drug and alcohol use and one of the best means to improve student 
success. 

 https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/teen/substance-
abuse/Pages/Drug-Abuse-Prevention-Starts-with-Parents.aspx 

 
I send this letter to express a commitment to address the issues we have as a school 
and with the goal to create a common voice in the Tam community to support our 
teens. With this common voice, we create a culture where students are educated 
and understand that using substances is not in their best interest. There are 
consequences, sometimes minimal and sometimes tragic. 
 
As the Homecoming Dance approaches, let us work together to keep our children 
healthy and safe.  
 

In the spirit of Tam-Unity,   
 

J.C. Farr, III 
Principal, Tamalpais High School  
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